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When Tolstoy, "the sage of Yasnaya Polyana"., died on Nov-
ember 20, Indian Opinion wrote in its editorial:
"Of the late Count Tolstoy, we can only write with reverence. He
was to us more than one of the greatest men of the age. We have
endeavoured, so far as possible, to follow his teaching. The end of his
bodily life but put the final touch to the work of humanity that he,
in his own inimitable manner, inaugurated. Tolstoy is not dead; he
lives through the lives of his innumerable followers throughout the
world. We firmly believe that, as time rolls on, his teaching will more
and more permeate mankind. Though a devout Christian, he truly
interpreted not only Christianity, but he likewise gave a realistic
presentation of the substance underlying the great world religion,
and he has shown, how present-day civilization based as it is on
brute force, is a negative of divinity in man and how, before man can
realize his manhood, he must substitute brute force by love in all his
actions in the daily work of life. Perhaps his letter to Mr. Gandhi,
which we reproduce on the first page, was one of the last, if not the
last, writings from his pen. In it he almost foreshadowed his dissolu-
tion and it must be a matter of great encouragement and melancholy
satisfaction to Indian passive resisters that the sage of Yasnaya
Polyana considered the Transvaal struggle to be one of world-wide
importance."